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Meaning and Intentionality 

(1) Heidegger is a conceptualist: I oppose the standard nonconceptualist readings and the 

appeals to embodiment, or rules, or fine-grained perceptual states on which they rest. 

 

(2) Within SZ, assertion per se has no necessary connection to the present-at-hand, nor to the 

distortion of experience. Heidegger’s concerns are rather with particular meta-linguistic 

theories (‘Logik’ – compare Russell) and particular practices of justification (Gerede). 

 

(3) For Heidegger intentionality is a matter of contextualisation: the ‘as such’ is the “great 

phenomenological-ontological question”. 1 This is combined with a disjunctivist framework. 

 

(4) The key transcendental argument: if a familiarity with context is a condition on intending 

entities, then that familiarity cannot itself be cashed in terms of any entity. 

 

(5) The result is a realist ontologico-transcendental phenomenology. 

 

History and the Canon 

(6) Heidegger ‘repeats’ both Kant and Plato in attempting to model such ontological 

knowledge: particularly in attempting to capture the idea that familiarity with Temporalität 

serves as the horizon for non-temporal relations. 

 

(7) Here he tacitly relies on the very Platonic motifs which he officially opposes. Compare: 

That which primordially holds sway, phusis, now [with Plato] degenerates into a 

prototype [Vorbild] to be copied and imitated. (Ga40: 67/48) 

‘Dasein transcends’ means: in the essence of its being it is world forming...and 

through the world gives itself an original view [Anblick] (form or image [Bild]) that is 

not explicitly grasped and yet which functions precisely as a prototypical form [Vor-

bild] for all manifest entities. (Ga9:158/55)  

 

Freedom and Authenticity 

(8) Faced with the collapse of his original project, Heidegger’s focus in 30s shifts to freedom:  

The essence of freedom only comes into view if we seek it as the ground of the 

possibility of Dasein, as something prior even to being and time. (Ga31:134) 

 

(9) This move builds on one of the central ideas of SZ: Dasein is a name for the 1st person 

perspective, the normative standpoint from which my own being is an issue for me (SZ:42-3). 

 

(10) Authentic Dasein is conceived of in perfectionist terms: it amounts to a life defined by 

an awareness of the normative topology within which Dasein operates - in particular an 

awareness that there are only hypothetical imperatives. 

 

(11) Why be authentic? In part to facilitate a philosophical project in which Heidegger sees 

us all as inescapably engaged. “To exist means to philosophise” (Ga27: 214). 

                                                 
1
 Derrida ‘Il faut bien manger’:143   


